in certain instances, been unusually severe; very frequently however, and especially among the natives, they have not occurred at all; great pain and burning at the epigastrium have been constantly observed by some practitioners, while others have found them to occur but seldom. It is evident, there- fore, that a description of the disease, which had been drawn from a single visitation, would, in all probability, be quite inapplicable to many of its varieties, and that, in order to arrive at accuracy, we must study the numerous features it has assumed at different times and places. By analysing its phenomena from a multitude of examples, we shall be able to determine their simplest form, and (as it were) the essence of the disease, thus employing a similar method to that which we would adopt in any other question in physics.
The epidemic has sometimes been confounded with common cholera morbus; but it will be hereafter shewn that these are very distinct diseases, although they have been sometimes met The first modification is described in Mr. Orton's work on Cholera, in the following words: "I have found a very considerable number of cases," says he, " exhibiting singly, or in partial combination, every possible degree, and almost every kind, of increased action. Spasms, such as not to fall short of the highest degree of tetanus; retching, and spasms of the intestines equalling colica pictonum; very full, hard, and quick^ pulse; hot skin and flushed surface; evacuations of bile, both by vomiting and stool, from the commencement of the attack.
And, finally, 1 have seen some of these cases passing into the low form of the disease; the circulation passing suddenly from extreme strength to extreme weakness; the skin, from being hot and dry, becoming deadly cold, and bathed in sweat; and the increased flow of bile succeeded by white stools and vomiting, clearly indicating the total suppression of that secretion." Nothing can be more distinct than this description; in the first part of which we find the most marked features of cholera morbus, and in the latter part the no-less characteristic symptoms of the epidemic ; and it could not have been stated in clearer terms, even had it been given for the express purpose of illustrating the views 1 have taken of the disease. In some cases the symptoms of the cholera morbus continue but a very short time; a few bilious evacuations, and a quick hard pulse, being soon replaced by watery stools, a small pulse, collapse, &c., and the disease becoming thus converted into the usual form of the epidemic.
The symptoms of the second modifications, or of those cases in which the two diseases are blended together, vary considerably, according as the one or the other predominates. If the discharges are not very copious, the pulse generally keeps up, and the skin continues warm; but, as soon as the evacuations become watery, and the true cholera secretion makes its appearance, then the blood retreats from the surface towards the viscera, the skin becomes cold, the pulse small, and collapse takes place. Sometimes the pulse has continued pretty full, and the skin hot, when there has been no bile in the evacuations. Sometimes the evacuations are more abundant than in common cases of cholera morbus, and contain a good deal of serum, but are at the same time mixed with bile; the heat of the skin suffers little diminution, and the pulse is variously affected, being occasionally quicker and smaller than usual, and in other instances continuing soft and full. Cases, again, have been met with in which there was no vomiting, but constant purging, and in which the skin continued hot, and the pulse but little affected. It would be endless, however, to mention all the varieties which have been observed in different visitations of the disease. 
